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This summer saw some strange manoeuvring 
as the Labour and Conservative Party leaders 
sought to outdo each other in attacking the 
Human Rights Act. Following a court decision 
in May overruling the proposed deportation 
of nine Afghan hijackers, which both party 
leaders said defied common sense, the Prime 
Minister ordered a review of the operation of 
the Act. In a speech to the Centre for Policy 
Studies on 26 June David Cameron went 
one stage further and promised to scrap the 
Human Rights Act altogether and replace it 
with a British bill of rights.

Both leaders were responding to a long running 
press campaign. The Sun, Mail and Telegraph 
have portrayed the act as a charter for foreigners 
and scoundrels, and EU inspired to boot. These 
papers welcomed Blair’s review and Cameron’s 
commitment to scrap the Act; but the small 
print of the politicians’ statements was more 
nuanced than the headlines they generated. On 
the Labour side, the Prime Minister asked the 
Home Secretary ‘to look again at whether primary /TT1 1 Tf8.35 0 0 8.35 
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The þip side of the West Lothian question 
– the inability of Westminster MPs to 
vote on Scottish issues – was highlighted 
by the controversial closure of one of 
Lanarkshire’s three Accident & Emergency 
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There were tactical differences between 
pragmatists and fundamentalists in 
the DUP, with the former on best 
political behaviour at the British-Irish 
Interparliamentary Body. But the party 
leader, Rev Ian Paisley, delved deep 
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